SOUL TENDING: The Practices of Jesus

CHIMES
March-April Newsletter
Join us for worship at the
corner of Willson & Olive
8:30 Traditional
10:30 Modern
bozemanumc.org

Welcome
Lent Theme: Soul-Tending: The Practices of Jesus
BUMC has two worship offerings on Sunday morning. The 8:30 am service is a traditional experience with
organ and Christian ritual. The 10:30 service is a more modern take on Christian worship with a praise
band and alternative rituals.
If we don’t practice our faith, it can
become dry and brittle. If we don’t
fill ourselves, we can’t be the person
God created us to be. But, what do
these practices really give us? In the
Christian Life, we believe grace is poured
into these practices, which is God’s
way of giving us strength and hope.
These practices are about finding God,
connecting with God, and following God.

Matthew 11:28-30, MSG, Jesus captures
this so powerfully our journey and need
for spiritual practices.
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out
on religion? Come to me. Get away with
me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show
you how to take a real rest. Walk with
me and work with me—watch how I do
it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I
won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on

you. Keep company with me and you’ll
learn to live freely and lightly.”
Join us for Lent at the Bozeman United
Methodist Church to experience the
healing power the practices Jesus can
have on our souls. Like the trees and
flowers of any garden, we must tend
the soul God has given us to create
something new and beautiful.

Coming Up in Lent
March 24

Ash Wednesday:
Ungrounded
March 6th at 6:30pm
Friendship Room

Ash Wednesday is an awkward
night in the life of the church.
Acknowledging our impending
death is something we avoid. So,
this year join us for a special Ash
Wednesday of recognizing the ways
our lives are ungrounded and we
need the practices of Jesus to tend
our souls. This will be a quieter
evening to find your center and in
it the path of Jesus. Laura Young
with her Native American flute and
Kath Crumine on guitar will provide
contemplative music.
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“Jesus and
Everyday life”
March 17
“Jesus and Holiness”

March 31
“Jesus and Compassion”

March 10

April 7

“Why Practices Matter:
Commissioning of
Stephen Ministers”

“Jesus and Prayer”
Scout Sunday
Communion

Coming Up
March 30

April 18

Bells of the Bridger Spring Concert
at Bozeman UMC

Maundy Thursday
6:30pm, Sanctuary
Join Bozeman UMC for a special
worship service to remember
Christ’s last meal and the act of
service that followed. Communion
and hand washing will be part of
the experience. Glory Ringers will
share their gift.

April 13
Easter Egg Hunt
10am-11:30am
The youth group will be hiding the
eggs on the lawn of the Christus
Collegium, the United Methodist
campus ministry building at 714
So. 8th. Afterward, enjoy a potluck
brunch and family-friendly service
project inside the Christus, in
Wesley Hall.

April 14
Palm Sunday: “Practicing
Community”
No Sunday school. Meet at the
Catholic Parking Lot at 9:45am
for the Downtown Church’s Palm
Parade. The practice of Jesus to get
through Holy Week.
Children’s Choir
The Children’s choir will share their
music at the 10:30 service on April
14. Rehearsal will be from 9am –
9:30am March 3, 10,24, 31 and April
7. Children 4 years old – 5th grade
are welcome!

Easter Sunday
Services: April 21st
Practicing
Resurrection!

April 19
Good Friday: Who I see
Crucified today?
Noon, Sanctuary.
This ecumenical worship service is
hosted by BUMC and led by all the
pastors in the Downtown Pastor’s
Association. It will focus on the last
seven words of Jesus through a
social justice lens, by asking who is
crucified today.
Jesus Christ Superstar Sing Along
6:30pm, Emerson

8:00am & 9:30am
Traditional Worship.
Featuring the combined
choirs Morning Sounds
and Gospel Train. Plus,
brass and Easter hymns.
11:00 Modern worship
with the praise band.
There will be breakfast in
the basement served by the
youth. Come early or stay late
to share in fellowship and the
majesty and community of
Easter! Remember, no one
was alone that Easter morning;
the disciples were all together
celebrating and rejoicing!
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Community News
All Are Welcome
Bozeman United
Methodist Church is a
diverse community of
Christians who affirm that
all persons are made in the
image of God, and thus
all persons have a sacred
worth and dignity.
We range across the
political spectrum, and we
welcome people of all ages,
races, sexual orientations,
gender identities, family
configurations, economic

FLowers

standing, and mental and
physical abilities. Everyone
is welcome as we journey
together following Jesus.
Each Sunday, you will find
people sharing their gifts in
music, puppetry, song, and
more. If you feel God’s call
to share your gift, please let
Alison Massey know.
The puppets will be moving
to the last Sunday of the
month, so watch for them on
March 24th!

Special Event:
Jesus Christ Superstar
Sing Along!

If you have signed up for flowers,
please make sure you pay for them.
Checks can be placed in the offering
plate. Make sure it memos “flowers.”
Watch for the Easter Flower form
coming soon in a bulletin near you!
HELP!
We need someone to pick-up flower
bouquet(s) from Rosauers after
2:00pm on Saturday for Sunday
worship and deliver to BUMC by
placing them on the altar. Give
the charge receipt to the Worship
coordinator ASAP. Return empty
vases to Rosauers on the last
Saturday of the month.

Join Bozeman United Methodist Church

$10/person
includes
admission and
prop bag.

Do you want to experience Good Friday in a totally new
way? Join us for a Jesus Christ Superstar Sing-Along
Experience! Starting at 6:30pm at Emerson, we’ll sing
and enjoy music and have special props. $10 per person
includes admission and a prop bag.
All singing abilities welcome!

GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 19th
6:30pm
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111 South Grand Avenue
For information contact BUMC
406-586-5413
BOZEMANUMC.ORG

Community News
Pizza with
the Pastor

Date Night

March 31st at 11:30 am in the
Fireside Room. Want to know more
about BUMC, join us for free pizza
and check out this community
of faith.

• Friday, March 1st
• Friday, March 8th
• Saturday, March 30th
• Friday, April 12th
• Saturday, May 11th
Are you a parent that could use a
few hours away to grab dinner out,
go shopping, or even just sit in your
house by yourself? Let BUMC help!
Part of our mission is to support
families. For more information or to
be added to the reminder email list,
contact Jennie at
jennie.oconnor@gmail.com

Couples’ Night
Friday, April 26th
Do you ever wish you could get to
know other parents or couples in
the church? Here’s one way you
can…. Couples Night. We will walk
to the Parsonage (the big word for
the church owned home where
Pastors Amy and Eric live) for a
World Cafe, a method for engaging
people in conversations that matter.
There will be wine, other fancy
non-alcoholic drinks, and food from
around the world. Childcare will be
provided at the church, with dropoff being just like Date Night.

Happy 150th Birthday, UMW!
It was 1869 when Methodist women in
Boston organized the Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society with the purpose
of sending a missionary to help with
the education and health needs of the
women of India. During 2019, United
Methodist Women will be celebrating
their 150 years in mission to women,
children and youth by turning faith,

hope and love into action!
On May 1, our Bozeman UMW will
celebrate at a noon lunch party with
guest speaker Stacy King who is
the Yellowstone Legacy Conference
President and former BUMC member.
All are invited to join us, so please watch
for more information as we get closer to
the date.

Happy 155th Anniversary, BUMC!
In June 2020, we will celebrate the 155th Anniversary of BUMC!
The BUMC Historian Team is getting ready to celebrate by working on a special project and are
asking for stories that were impactful to you and your life here at BUMC! We highly encourage
pictures be sent along with your stories! Stories will be gathered through March 29 by either
dropping them off to Jen in the church office or by submitting them to
jen@bozemanumc.org.
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Education News
Discussion
Group

Parents’
Morning Out

UMW
Retreat

Upstairs Classroom
9:30 am, Sunday
Join this group made up of a
diversity of ages as they look
at spirituality and our role as
Christians in today’s world.

Nursery
10:00 am, Friday
Going stir crazy this winter? Drop
your little in loving nursery care,
grab coffee, and gab with other
parents who get it.

The UMW Women’s Event Fairmont
Hot Springs March 8-10, 2019
Who should come? You! All United
Methodist Women, teens and girls,
their friends and neighbors are
invited to come to Fairmont for
retreat, recreation, renewal and
rejoicing. What is this? The Women’s
Event is a biennial gathering of
United Methodist Women of all ages
and their friends to explore our faith
life, sing, study, reflect and grow.
This is a wonderful time to recharge
for the coming spring. For more
information and registration, check
the BUMW bulletin board or contact
Janna Christensen jannapfeil@
yahoo.com

Men’s Group
Join a group of men every Friday
morning, 7am, at IHOP for coffee
and conversation. “How is it with
your soul?” It is a question we
can only ask in community. This
community struggles together with
faith and life issues.

Chapel Class
Chapel 9:30 am Sunday
Exploring the Apostles Creed, this
class is asking what meaning can
be found in an ancient statement of
Christian beliefs.

Practicing the
Practices

Join us on Facebook this Lent.
Ask to join the private “UM’s in the
Valley” Facebook group and as we
hear more about practices and
Fasting? Why wouldn’t I want to
tending our souls in worship, you’ll
eat? Solitude? I can hardly sit still?
be able to have daily devotions and
Prayer? I just end up making my
practice ideas pop up right in your
grocery list.
feed. Share what worked for you and
Spiritual practices can seem allusive, what you hope to never be asked
boring, and overwhelming. Plus,
to do again during optional weekly
even if they could bring you faith
online Zoom group sessions (never
energy and/or deeper devotion,
used Zoom? No worries. Sign-up for
who’s got the time to figure out
an “All You Ever Need To Know About
which ones are meaningful for you? Zoom” tutorial).

Beyond the
Practices:
Practice
Book:
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Join Rev. Eric for unpacking the sermon every
Monday at noon to explore the theology and the
scripture deeper. Bring a bag lunch. Chapel.

Labyrinth
The labyrinth will be open
two times a week for you
to walk and contemplate the
mysteries of faith. The labyrinth
is a circular spiritual device in the
Friendship Room, that invites an
active prayer with God. Walk to
the center, stop and reflect and
then weave yourself back out.
Tuesday & Thursday at
noon.

Often during Lent, it is Christian practice to give something up. The idea behind this ancient
practice is to trade that space or vice or time for connecting with God. This lent we hope, instead
of giving up, you will take something on. We are offering a Lenten Book of Practices, with a
practice for every day. Make sure you grab one on Ash Wednesday or the first Sunday in Lent.

Mission News
El Salvador Mission Trip: July 6-13 2019
Are you curious about what is on the other side of our southern border? Would you like to learn first-hand what it is like to
serve “the least of these?” Have you ever made life-long friends in the unlikeliest of places? Mission trips are about serving
and learning. The opportunity to be part of a great mission trip, among friends, and to grow in faith and knowledge is
available to you! We need people willing to work in classrooms (pre-K thru 9th grade), with the vulnerable elderly population,
host a library/reading event, remodel an office, and with hearts to love across borders! For more information please email
Vickie Wilkinson at vwilkson@aol.com, or talk with Rev. Amy Strader.

Cost

Includes lodging, all meals, in country
transportation and translator services

Double
Room

$630 per person, plus airfare

Additional

Approximately $30 UMVIM insurance is
required, plus spending money

Single
Room

$880 per person, plus airfare

Getting on the Bus- to Helena
Submitted by
Mickey Smotherman
Early on a snowy MLK morning, a
group including Pastor Amy, several
folks from BUMC, as well as folks
from several neighboring churches,
boarded a bus to go to Helena on
behalf of the Montana Association
of Christians (MAC).
Joining Christians from all over the
state, we heard from MAC’s lobbyist
about current issues, how to engage
with our legislators, and points we
could highlight in support of the
bills MAC was either supporting or
opposing.
As we gathered in the Rotunda, our
legislators joined us, and we had an
opportunity to educate them on the
issues we were passionate about,

including MAC’s current legislative
priorities:
•Supporting Abolition of the death
penalty (LC 2788)), on both moral,
Biblical, and fiscal grounds (death
penalty trials cost more than
incarcerating a defendant for life). A
similar bill came within one vote of
passing in a previous session.
•Opposing legislation (HB 146 & 147)
discriminating against immigrants
as unjust and unconstitutional, as
well as violating the spirit of the
scriptures that call us to welcome
the stranger.
•Supporting legislation (HB 182)
to increase funding available
citizens access to our courts to
resolve common areas of dispute
(domestic/family issues, landlord/
tenant disputes, etc.).

•Supporting legislation (LC 1965)
that calls for more humane
treatment of state inmates,
particularly pregnant women. A
Bozeman representative, Zach
Brown, is sponsoring a bill (LC
1658) to prohibit life without parole
sentences for youthful offenders.
Did you know??
•You can access real-time info
about all the bills pending in the
legislature by going to mt.gov and
clicking on “2019 Legislature”?
•You can find contact info for
your own representatives by
going to the same site. Look for
an instant message link that is
checked multiple times daily by
representatives?
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Nurture News
Stephen Ministers
need to bring their gifts to this important ministry.
What are they learning? How to provide high
quality, confidential, Christian care for people
who are struggling through a difficult time in life—
experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or
terminal illness, or some other life crisis.

From left to right, the Stephen Ministry class of 2019:
Linda Johnson, Steve Eilers, Sharon Navas, Zak Wangler and Amy Lloyd.

God has blessed the Stephen Ministry program at
Bozeman UMC with five additional compassionate
Christian caregivers.
At the time of this writing, they are in their 50-hours
of required training to build the skills they will

Suicide
Prevention
Training
ASISIT (Applied Suicide
Intervention Skills Training) will
have an interactive worship on
suicide aid. No previous training
required, anyone 16 or older can
learn and use the model.
March 30 & 31, 8:30am-4:30pm
For more information see Kim.
The cost is $75 the church will
cover your expenses if needed.
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As the training progresses, their anticipation
is building. They are eagerly awaiting their
commissioning and being assigned their first care
receiver. They are moving through the process with
the knowledge that God has led them to this point
in their lives, and will support them on their caring
journeys.
How can you support our new Stephen Ministers?
Celebrate the beginning of their ministry and
participate in their commissioning on Sunday,
March 10th, at the 8:30am and 10:30am services.

Visitor Sunday
On May 5th, there will be a
“Visitor Sunday” sponsored
by your Nurture Care and
Membership Team. The team
will provide flowers and a
simple craft project for kids to
make and give, if your entire
family is interested. We will
then help arrange for you to
visit one of our homebound
congregation members! This
will be a great opportunity for
friends and families to share

their time in a meaningful
way with others in our church
community.

Save
the
Date!

Kids News
Sunday School
Sunday School is preschool - 5th grade, check-in upstairs at 9:30am.
6th-12th Graders act as interns with the younger generation teaching them stories of
scripture and helping lead practices of faith.
The Preschool class has enjoyed an
active group of 3-5 year olds, their
parents, and their little siblings
The K-5th grade Sunday School classes
spent January and February exploring
“How the Bible Came to Be” and
then “Dig Into the Bible” to enhance
their Bible Knowledge, practiced
memorizing bible verses and working
together as a team. The 3-5th graders
really enjoyed examining the helpful
books of the Bible like where to turn to
when they are stressed out, worried,
sad, lonely, joyful and celebrating!
In late March and early April, we
will be examining LENT and EASTER

the
e
v
a
S
!
Date

as explorers of the Bible. On Palm
Sunday, April 14th, we will join
our church and other neighboring
downtown churches in a palm
parade downtown. We will meet at
BUMC at 9:30am and walk to join the
other churches at 9:45am and return
by 10:15am. There will be a palm
processional with any children at the
beginning of the 8:30am and 10:30am
services as usual.
Janna needs 4 volunteer teachers for
each week teaching Art, Science, Music,
Storytelling or Cooking. Please reach
out to Janna if you can help teach a
class. janna@bozemanumc.org

NO Sunday
School
Classes
on March 10th or
March 17th (Spring
Break) -- April 14th
(Downtown Church
Palm Parade)
and April 21st
(Easter).

Vacation Bible School 2019
Please save the date: June 17-21st 2019. We will be opening registration March
1st on the Bozeman UMC Website – emails will go out to past participants.

Paid Opportunity:

Volunteer Opportunity:

We are looking to hire a .25/5-10 hrs a week VBS
worker to help with organizing and coordinating
duties thru the end of June. Increased hours
possible June 3-21. Must be at least 18 years
old. Experience with Excel, Word, PowerPoint is
a must – will make phone calls and send emails
to volunteers as well. Please contact janna@
bozemanumc.org if you are interested in more info
or would like to apply.

Volunteer positions: Games Leader & Assistants,
Storytelling Leader & Assistants, Preschool Leader
& Assistants, Shepherds for 1-6th grade, Musicians,
Craft Assistants, Snack Room Volunteers,
Carpenters and Check In Volunteers! Please
contact Janna@bozemanumc.org if you would like
to help.
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Youth News
Egg Hunt
Volunteers

Easter
Breakfast

Youth
Group

We’ll be stuffing eggs for
the church egg hunt at youth
group on April 10. It’s fun and
tasty work! We’ll need helping
hiding the eggs and setting up
for the hunt at 9:00am on April
13 at the Christus as well!

Youth! Watch for emails with
a signup to bring food and
to work at the church Easter
breakfast on April 21. This
is a fundraiser for our youth
mission to Browning and, even
if you can’t join us this year,
we’d love to have everyone’s
help at the breakfast!

Youth grades 6-12 gather
on Wednesday evening
from 6:30-8:15pm for dinner,
games/singing, and agelevel discussion groups. For
more information contact Ann
Dickensheets at
ann@bozemanumc.org

Ski Trip
Twenty youth joined us on our annual ski retreat early in February! Though bad weather kept us in
Bozeman this year, we had a great day of skiing at Bridger, soaking at the Bozeman Hot Springs, playing
games and sleeping at our own BUMC.
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College News
Spring Fundraiser
Thursday Nights Together is having their
annual fundraiser! Join us April 6th at the
Christus Collegium from 6:30pm-8:30pm
theme still to be determined! We will also
be having our annual silent auction during
our fundraiser! If you would like to donate
items to our silent auction, please contact
Ann Dickensheets at ann@bozemanumc.org.
Hope to see you there for some fun!

Spring Break Mission
Twelve students will accompany Janna and Ann on
a service trip to San Francisco. The group will stay
at the Waller Center, a United Methodist retreat
center in the Haight -Ashbury district. We plan to
spend several days working for the soup kitchen
at Glide Memorial United Methodist Church, and
a day at Project Open Hand, the food bank and
Case de Las Madres. Stay tuned for photos of our
adventures in the Golden Gate city!

Thursday
Night Together
Thursday Nights Together is
our College Ministry group. It
meets Thursday evening at
the Campus Ministry Center
at 6pm.

Sharing Shabbot
The BUMC campus ministry was invited
to join the MSU Jewish student club for a
traditional Shabbat meal in early February.
The students enjoyed their time together and
learning about the traditions of our
Jewish friends.
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Meet Our Staff

Jeneffer Smith

Office Manager and
Building Administrator
jen@bozemanumc.org
(406) 551-7210

Janna Lauver
Christian Education, Ministry
preK-12th Grade
janna@bozemanumc.org
(406)551-7209
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Revs. Eric and Amy Strader
Senior Pastors
eric@bozemanumc.org
amy@bozemanumc.org

Kim Broden

Nurture Care & Membership
Coordinator, and Stephen
Ministry Leader
kim@bozemanumc.org
(406) 551-7208

Ann Dickensheets
Youth, Young Adult, and
Family Ministries Coordinator
ann@bozemanumc.org
(406)551-7207

Alison Massey
Worship and Communications
Coordinator
alison@bozemanumc.org
(406)551-7212

