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The Season of Advent 
Advent Event 

Sunday, November 29 

Holy Communion, First Sunday of Advent. 

Lunch for all begins at 11:45. We will light the Advent  

Candle, enjoy crafts for kids, and church decorating. 

 

Figgy Pudding 
Wednesday, December 9 

Musical program begins at 7:00 PM in our sanctuary.  

Fellowship and “Figgy Pudding” dessert will follow  

in the Friendship Room. 

 

Candlelight Christmas Eve  
Pageants & Worship 

Thursday, December 24 
 

3:00 & 5:00 PM  Children’s Pageants  

We offer two times to choose from. Both Pageants  

offer carols, costumes, music & message. 
 

7:00 PM  &  9:00 PM  Traditional Worship 

Special Music at both services. 

 

Worship 
10:00 AM, Sunday, December 27 

One Worship Service: 10:00, No Sunday School. 

Carols & Holy Communion 

 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 3, 2016 

3 Worship Services: 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00. 

Sunday School for all ages. 

Thursday Bible Study @ Noon 
A Study for Advent . . . 

 

“The Human Face 
of the First 
Christmas”  

 

 The stories of Jesus’ birth are filled 

with wonder and  joy: and with people who  

are suddenly part of something bigger than 

themselves. These people are surprised: all 

of them!   So for our Advent Thursday Bible 

studies, we will look at the people involved: 

Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Magi, and more. 

And to do that, we’ll look at the historical 

setting they found themselves in, and how 

they were open to the surprise. These are 

great stories of people who didn’t expect  

to be doing what they did. We’ll look at the 

surprise, the joy, and the wonder of it all 

through their eyes. 

 Join with Pastor Dave for this Advent 

Bible Study at Noon in the Friendship Room 

on Thursdays: December 3, 10, & 17.  Come 

one time or all, bring your lunch, and remem-

ber that childcare is available! Call Kay or 

Dave if you have questions, 586-5413. 

Grateful for Your Gifts 

 Because of your faithful giving to our church, we are 

again able to give to others during the Christmas season.   

This year the Figgy Pudding offering will be given to the UMCOR 

International Disaster Relief Fund Advance #982450 to  

support refugees around the world.  Our Christmas Eve  

offerings will be shared by Angola Pastor Support and the  

Community Café.  Your gift of prayer and your financial gifts  

do make a difference in this world. Thank you. 
 

 This year the Mitten Tree is a project of the WOW Team. 

Beginning December 2nd, donations of mittens, hats and 

scarves will be collected to be given to BUMP, the Blackfeet 

United Methodist Parish in Browning.  Look for the Mitten Tree 

in the Friendship Room downstairs. 
 

And already you have done so much...  
 

 THANK YOU for your generous support of our neighbors 

during November.  Your support of our Annual Fall Food Drive 

resulted in over 1,000 pounds of donated food to the Gallatin 

Valley Food Bank! 

 Your generous spirit will make Christmas brighter for 95 

children; eight living at Intermountain Children's Home and 

87 who live with Gallatin County Foster Families.  These kids 

will have special gifts to open at Christmas because of you.   

 Soldier care packages have been sent overseas filled 

with letters from our Sunday School children, and needed  

supplies and gifts.  
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Mission Updates . . .  
 Our new Family Promise Coordinators are Dusti Borsheim and Betty 

Murta.  We are pleased to welcome them into their new positions, and 

thankful to Sally McConnell for her years of coordinating.    
 

 The Community Café is always looking for volunteers to help serve 

dinner and do other jobs.  BUMC has a team there the first Monday of 

each month.  Contact Gloria Zimmer, Gloria@mcn.net or 586-9152, if you 

have questions. 
 

 We continue to support the Warming Center through our prayers, 

presence, and finance.  The Shower Team works the first and third  

Saturday of the month; if you’d like to join them, please contact Dick Pohl, 

pohl@bresnan.net or 587-1872.  The Warming Center offers training for 

volunteers on Tuesdays. BUMC paid for new laundry facilities and bath-

room upgrades at the Warming Center, too.   

 

 For details on these or other mission related topics, contact Cathy 

Baumbauer, Mission Coordinator at cathy@bozemanumc.org . Also, be 

sure to visit www.bozemanumc.org and click on the mission blog to learn 

more about what BUMC is doing in our community… and world. 
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More Advent Opportunities  
 

Benefit Concert at BUMC! 
 Missoula guitarist and singer/songwriter 

John Floridis will perform a benefit concert for The 

Warming Center Sunday, December 13th, at 7:00 

PM. There is no admission fee, but contributions to 

The Warming Center will be collected.  

 The concert is part of a state wide tour by 

Floridis to benefit organizations working with fami-

lies and individuals seeking help with housing and 

other basic needs.  

 The performances will feature music from 

his two winter-themed instrumental acoustic  

guitar recordings "December's Quiet Joy" and  

"The Peaceful Season" as well as seasonal vocal 

tunes, both original and by other artists such as 

Bruce Cockburn, Patty Larkin, Ben Harper and  

John Gorka. The vocal selections generally focus 

on the journey from darkness to light. 

 

Bells of the Bridgers Christmas Concert  

"Ring, Christmas Bells!" 
Thursday, Dec 17th, 7:00 PM, First Presbyterian Church 

 Bells of the Bridgers presents their annual 

Christmas concert “Ring, Christmas Bells!”  

Selections include beloved Christmas classics. 

Joining Bells of the Bridgers in “What Child is 

This?” is featured guest artist Melody Lindsay, 

harpist, and the First Presbyterian Church vocal 

ensemble singing Michael Smith's "Christmastime".  

Other guest artists will add trumpet and percussion.   

 Admission is free, a free will offering will be 

taken.  Thursday, Dec. 17th,  7:00 p.m. at First 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

Campus & Young Adult Ministry 

Help wanted and thank you! 
 We’re looking for some Christmas cookies to 

give to our college students in a FINAL’S CARE 

PACKAGE!  Please contact Ann, 586-5413, if you 

could bake four dozen cookies by November 30. 

You can drop them off in the church office. Thank 

you!!!   ann@bozemanumc.org  

 Thank you to those who have generously 

provided a meal for us!  We have only a couple 

folks signed up to bring a meal in the New Year; we 

would be thrilled if you would consider signing up 

on our poster downstairs in the Friendship Room! 
 

Upcoming Important Dates: 
 December 1:  Christmas Party 

 December 8:  Final’s Week Dinner 

 January 12:  Our first TNT (Tuesday Nights Together) 

of 2016!  Meet from 6 – 8 at the Christus Collegium 

for dinner, music, discussion and fun! 

 January 17 – 18:  College ski trip to Discovery Basin 

and Fairmont Hot Springs! 

 March 12 - 20:  Mission trip to Washington State.  

Stephen Ministry . . . 
  

A winter's day 

In a deep and dark December; 

I am alone, 

Gazing from my window to the streets below 

On a freshly fallen silent shroud of snow. 

I am a rock, 

I am an island. 
 

I have my books 

And my poetry to protect me; 

I am shielded in my armor, 

Hiding in my room, safe within my womb. 

I touch no one and no one touches me. 

I am a rock, 

I am an island. 
 

A rock feels no pain. 

And an island never cries. 
 

 Do Paul Simon‘s fifty year old lyrics describe how you’re feeling? Is 

that really the way you’d like your life to be?  You would benefit from having 

a Stephen Minister. 

 Call Kim Broden at the church, 406.586.5413, or Tanya Reinhardt  

or Fred Cornelious if you’d like to get off the island. 

Resources for 

those going 

through  

divorce . . . 
 

The next eight 

week “Peace 

After Divorce 

Workshop” will 

be offered 4-6 

PM on Sundays, 

January 10th 

through February 

28th, 2016.   

Contact Kim  

in the church 

office at kim@ 

bozemanumc.org 

or 586-5413 ext. 

103 for more 

information. 



All Church Advent Sunday Study:  

Finding Bethlehem in Bedlam 
November 29th – January 3rd   

Christmas or confusion, 
Bethlehem or bedlam… 
Which will you choose 
this year? 

 “The truth is, we don’t have to 

choose because Christmas always  

happens right in the midst of the  

confusion. God breaks into the  

confusion – weren’t they intimately  

related at the first Christmas when  

Jesus was born? Sometimes we forget 

that. But that’s what this study is about 

how Christ breaks into our confusion 

and brings Christmas, how Bethlehem 

always happens in the midst of bedlam.”  

   ~ James W. Moore 

JOIN US . . .  
Children & Parents: Because we are 

studying a 5-chapter book as a whole 

church, our children’s Sunday School 

classes may look different this season.  

 Preschool classes remain the same.  

 Our K-5th grade classes will learn 

from rotation leaders teaching with 

the help of shepherds. They will lead 

hands on activities to bring the kids 

back to the period Jesus was born. 

The children’s curriculum mirrors the 

youth & adult curriculum so the 

whole family can learn together. 

 On the 5th week (Epiphany, January 

3rd) shepherds will lead their class in 

an activity centered on the chapter 

“Mind the Light” reminding children 

to keep Jesus, the light of the world, 

in daily thoughts and actions. 
 

Youth Study: Middle School (Boy Scout 

Room) and High School (Youth Room) 

will study Advent at 10:45am. 
 

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study will 

happen at 9:45am in the Friendship 

room and then at 10:45am in the 

Friendship room before breaking out in 

their small group discussions. Adult 

Books are for sale ($10) either at the 

bible study or in the office. 

Sunday School Beyond 
Sunday . . .    By Janna Lauver 
 

 Growing up I learned Bible stories 

at Sunday School and at Wednesday 

School (an early-out program with a snack 

and bible lesson that was ecumenical). 

Because we lived 20 miles out of town 

until I was nine years old, I was a  

Christmas/Easter/VBS attendee at best. 

When we moved to town, I was able to  

attend Sunday School weekly. I loved being 

social with other children my age as much 

as the lessons and my teachers. At age 

12, I made a choice to attend the United 

Methodist Church Sunday School with  

a friend and my next decision to be  

confirmed/join the church turned out to be 

the most important decision I have made 

in my life. That decision has shaped my 

belief system, my friendships & activities, 

my college choice & major, my career and 

even my family (I met my husband through 

camp and retreats where we were both 

volunteers in 2004). 

 I share this because I want you to 

remember that participation in Christian 

Education as a child, youth and an adult 

can positively impact your whole life and 

the other people in it. Church and Sunday 

School is not just a day we participate in 

or place we go to. It is a community that 

we belong to for our entire lives. 

 This Advent we are going to be 

learning and worshiping together while 

celebrating the coming of Jesus and  

the season of Christmas. I invite you  

to participate in our weekly Christian  

Education opportunity “Finding Bethlehem 

in the Midst of Bedlam” for all age levels. 

Remember that it is equally important to 

take these lessons home, continue the 

conversations in the car or around the 

dinner table, and to share the Good News 

with everyone you meet. 
 

Janna can be reached at 586-5413, or 

email, janna@bozemanumc.org 

Spring 2016 

Volunteer Rotation Leaders  
Needed For K-5th Grade Classrooms 
 Email Janna@bozemanumc.org or 

signup on the sign up board in the 

Friendship Room.  Our overall theme is: 

“V.I.P.: Very Important Preachers, Proph-

ets and ordinary People.”  

 We need 10 volunteers: 2 teachers 

for 4 weeks per rotation classroom  

teaching the bible story in Art, Science, 

Cooking, Games/Music or Storytelling. 

Sign up for one rotation or both. Recruit 

your own teaching partner or I will find 

one for you. Teach all 4 weeks with your 

partner or alternate weeks or take a sick 

day when needed!  

 John: the Baptist  (January 10th – 

January 31st) 4 weeks focusing on 

John and Jesus’s Baptism. 

 Mary: of Magdelene (February 14th – 

March 6th) 4 weeks focusing on the 

meaning of Easter. 

 

The WOW Team 
The WOW Team is a mission focused 

afterschool program for all elementary 

age kids, kindergarten-5th grade. 
 

Meet on Wednesdays from 3:45-5:00pm 

in the Friendship Room. 
 

 Dec 2nd:  Christmas Mitten Tree Set 

Up & Caroling Practice at BUMC 

 Dec 9th:  NO WOW (All Families    

invited to FIGGY PUDDING at BUMC) 

 Dec 16th:  Caroling Downtown and at 

Mountain View with Magic Show 

 Dec 30th:  NO WOW (Christmas and 

New Years) 
 

WOW TEAM WILL RESUME January 6th 

at BUMC 

 

YOUTH NEWS: 
Important Events… 
 December 2 and 16:  Christmas fun 

and frivolity at Youth Group! 
 

 December 9, 23, 30, and 

 January 6:  NO YOUTH GROUP 
 

 January 13:  Youth group resumes! 
 

 Jan. 30–31:  Ski Retreat to Discov-

ery Basin and Fairmont Hot Springs. 
 

 February 12 – 15:  CONVO!  Our 

conference-wide high school retreat 

will be at BUMC this year. 
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Advent Event  
This Sunday, November 29th, 11:45 AM - 1:30 PM    
 

 The Advent Event is a wonderful, longtime family tradition 

at BUMC! Lunch is served by our Worship Team members  

(not a potluck)!  Be part of lighting of our first advent candle. 

Simple crafts and gift making for all children. Help decorate  

the church for Advent. Bring a new or gently used book to  

share with the patrons of the Community Café.  

   A Newsletter of Bozeman United Methodist Church                                December 2015,   Volume XXX; Issue 11 

 

 

Sunday morning in New York City: the 

sun is shining and I'm reading The Times 
about the terror in Paris and the flood 

of refugees in Lebanon; and thinking about  

Advent, the coming of God into our world. As 

Eugene Peterson translates the first part of 

John's gospel: "God moved into the neighbor-

hood." But what a neighborhood to move into! 

 A place of terror and anger and fear.  

A place of beautiful art: Friday I saw 5 of  

the most beautiful paintings in the world at  
 

 

The Frick Collection. A neighborhood where 

mentally ill people beg for money in the subway. 

And the subway itself is wonderful: safe, quick, 

cheap: a great example of mass transit. 

 God moves into the neighborhood. A 

strange neighborhood it is. I can think of few 

times when we needed God among us more than 

now. So we celebrate, we give thanks, we enjoy 

the beauty and share the love: and we call out, 

"Welcome to the neighborhood. We're glad 

you're here." 

An Advent World 

Pastor Dave McConnell 
dave@bozemanumc.org 

The Chimes  
Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 9:45 & 11:00 AM  
 

 

Hear sermons & learn more at  

www.bozemanumc.org 

Bozeman United Methodist Church 
121 South Willson Avenue   

Bozeman, Montana  59715 
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Figgy Pudding! 
Wednesday, December 9th,  

7:00 PM, Sanctuary 
 

“For the World, a Savior is Born”   

All are invited to celebrate Advent at  

the BUMC musical tradition that is  

“Figgy Pudding”.  Listen to Christmas music 

performed by our own musical groups, and 

join in singing Christmas Carols.   
Afterwards, enjoy the “Figgy Pudding”  

desserts in the Friendship Room. 


