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     March 2015 

 

Dear Friends, 

Greetings from Mongolia! 

It is with a heart full  of thanks with which I write  to you today . 

Thanks for”: 

 The sunshine today 

 The sound of birds singing 

 The  passing of our Lunar New Year celebration which is a wonderful, but 

very crazy time, with so much stress for Mongolians. 

 The gift of the Lenten season, a time of reflection  and increased effort to 

grow closer to God. 

 The support from individuals, UMW units, UMC congregations, offered by 

your faithful donations, prayers , and letters. 

 The joy of meeting with fellow missionaries in New York 2 weeks ago. 

 And, finally, for helping me in this process of retirement, a time of  

“letting go ” and encouragement of others to take over. 

But at the same time , my heart is also full of distress, related to the 

troubles of the world: 

 Hunger 

 Disease– Ebola, TB, mysterious/difficult new viruses; potential crisis re-

lated to cessation of measles vaccination in western Africa secondary to 

the emphasis on Ebola treatment. 

 Inaccessibility to health care 

 Loss of work to do  

 Poverty 

 Anger and violence 

 Separation from God 

 Drugs including the abuse of alcohol 

 Discrimination related to mental, developmental, chronic conditions; 

religion, color, age 

 All sorts of abuse and neglect 

 Lack of passion in a search for God 

 

Lent: 

This Lent I am reading two books:  

1– Henri Nouwen’s book: Return of the Prodigal Son 

2– R.T. Kendall’s book: 40 Days with the Holy Spirit 

Even (especially) after experiencing so many Lenten seasons I find it helpful 

to find some new reading materials to help me focus during this  special pe-

riod of the Christian year. How about you? 

 

 

(This letter may be a bit disjointed as it was started in late Feb., and here it is almost Easter!) 
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News from  the Mongolia : 

Our new Grace Hospice volunteer, Paul Stanley, arrived  from Eufala, Geor-

gia on February 1st, and has settled in nicely, living with our nurse Saraa 

and her family who are taking good care of him. They have a mutual de-

sire to learn a language, so there is lots of language exchange. He has ex-

perienced our Lunar New Year holidays, eating every kind of food offered to 

him, drinking fermented mare’s milk, eating all sorts of milk  products, 

and sniffing from snuff bottles. 

 

 Batkhuu, our former Treasurer of the GBGM of Mongolia, has had a 

rough few weeks with no appetite and much weight loss: His kidneys and 

other essential organs are showing signs of failure. But, he is home now 

where he receives care from his capable wife  and two sons, and lots of 

friends and family. Please pray for him! (Since this letter was begun in 

Feb.  Batkhuu has been hospitalized again, and again returned to 

home.) 

 

 2 new house churches were  planted in Ulaanbaatar-  small, but eager. 

  

 We have 2 new nurses for Grace Hospice. We have had a difficult time 

finding new nurses  in the past and NOW we have the opposite situation 

(not a “problem”) with too many nurses wanting to work with us. What a 

joy it is to have this new development. 

 

 Grace Hospice also has a new, part time, spiritual care counselor who is 

really making a difference patients and family members as well as staff. 

 

 Patient census in Hospice  is as high as 60 patients, but with the Lunar 

New Year, we are experiencing the loss of a number of patients. Last week 

my heart was really troubled by a lovely 30+ year old women with  breast 

cancer, who has a 2 year old, and a very caring husband and mother to 

support her. Her breathing was so difficult, and because of that she was 

so anxious. I just wanted to help her to breathe well. Today she was to 

have another visit, and I hope she is more comfortable, now. (Upate: she 

died a month after we started to care for her). Another patient, a 70+ 

year old man, was suffering with a HUGE tumor, the size of another 

head, protruding from the base of his neck. In the midst of his suffering 

he readily said “thanks” for a painful treatment which he had at the 

hands of this nurse. To hear him say “thanks” at the end of that was a 

profound experience for me. (Update: he died  March 14th) 

 

 Many foreign missionaries and business people attend one of the inter-

national worship services in Ulaanbaatar. Our new Hospice Director at-

tends with Paul our volunteer. I am praying that Dr. A. gives his heart to 

Jesus. He has the passion to serve patients well, but I believe the addition 

of a strong faith would make him a Really committed Hospice Director. 

 

 Last Month I attended the  weeklong “Mission Initiative Summit” for one 

New York.  The morning and evening worship times were “mountain top” 

experiences for me. Jorge Lockward lead these times of worship and 
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The office of Global Ministries has been  at 475 Riverside Dr., New York City 

for years, but that office will be moved completely within two years to At-

lanta, Georgia . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Donations: 

Your support is essential to the mission program of the UMC, “Global Minis-

tries.” 

Whether you have donated once or consistently throughout the  

years, we give “THANKS”  for your support. Thanks from Grace Hospice 

and all of the programs which are part of the Mongolia Mission Ini-

tiative. Without your strong support we could not continue, as funds 

raised in Mongolia are insufficient for the  support of the Mission pro-

grams. We encourage you to donate through the “Advance.” 

If you donate through the “Advance” program of Global Ministries 

100% will be received per your request by designating one of these 

numbers  : 

Grace Hospice  

 #14928A 

Mongolia Mission  Initiative :(general support for Mongolia mission)

 #00209A  

Salary support for Helen Sheperd:( for the next 4 months and perhaps after 

that you may want to support another UMC missionary in Mongolia. 

 #11810Z      

Please mail donations to: 

 Advance GCFA, G.P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068,USA 

                                     

his creativity, his musical talent , as well as his leading from his heart, with 

attention to the visual as well at the auditory sense , and involving indi-

viduals from all countries made this a revival for me, personally. There are 

many “mission initiatives” in  the“Global Ministries” system throughout the 

world,  including: Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Ukraine, Thailand, Mongolia, as well as other countries outside of Asia. 

What a powerful time of discussion about the direction of mission, and the 

challenges, as well as the telling of stories of growth in each country. What 

will come of this meeting? I don’t know, but I do know we really felt con-

nected and encouraged by seeing one another face to face. 

ANNOUNCEMENT: 

 

  

 

 

 

Grace and Peace to you, 
 
Helen Sheperd 
 
CPO Box 1242 
 
Ulaanbaatar 13, Mongolia 
 
Email: helensheperd@yahoo.com 
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Jesus knows each one of 
us and leads us like a lov-

ing  
shepherd. 

1 yr. old  dtr. of Erin former 

UMC Mission Intern in MGL. 

Enerel and parents live in 

Ulaanbaatar. 

Paul, new mission volunteer, 

cutting off a lock of hair. 

Child then receives a gift of 

money from each person after 

they cut the hair. 

Patient checking out her 

new cashmere outfit for the 

New Year’s Day. 

Newly “planted ”ger church -Congregation and leader , Chinbat (R) 

 Friends  at the Global Ministries Mission Initiative Summit, March, 2015, near NYC 

She was trying to enjoy New Year, 

but right after holiday was very 

weak, and died mid March. 
Hospice staff at my apt. for 3rd Annual   

Valentine’s Party. 

Twins at their Hair-cutting  

Celebration 3/21 

Goodbye party for young 

man (holding his brother’s 

children) before leaving for 

seminary in Korea. 2/2015 

   Lost sheep? 

Star drummer,  

Joseph,  Senegal 

Chin Pak, New  mis-

sionary  coming to 

Mongolia June 2015      1st snow for Bao, 

Laos Pastor 

John Wesley at 

NY Summit  

Inspiring worship 

leader,  

Jorge Lockward 

Worship Center 

 Created by Jorge 

Urje, lay leader, Gerelt 

UMC with new daughter, 
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