
The Season of Advent 
Advent Event, Figgy Pudding, Caroling, Christmas Eve . . . 
 

 We welcome the First Sunday of Advent on November 27th, and 

begin the season of anticipation.  At BUMC we have many traditions to  

celebrate this season together.   

 The annual Advent Event began as a way for children and adults to 

enjoy fellowship, make gifts for family, and light the First Candle of Advent. 

The tradition remains the same, and this year we will enjoy this event on 

Wednesday evening, November 30th - starting with dinner at 5:15 PM. 

 On Wednesday, December 14th, we’ll gather for the Annual Figgy 

Pudding Celebration. This tradition lifts up the musical wonder of Christmas  

with congregational carols, musical group performances, and a party of 

“Figgy Pudding” (in our case ginger bread cake with buttery sauce). Come 

to the Sanctuary at 7:00 PM (or earlier to get a good seat!), to enjoy the 

music; and afterward make your way to the Friendship Room for fellowship 

and dessert. 

 Join us on December 21st at 5:15 PM for a very special Wednesday 

night meal followed by Christmas Caroling to our church family around  

Bozeman who are older or house-bound.  The evening will end at 7:00 with 

desserts at Aspen Pointe.  Everyone, young and old, singers and croakers, 

are invited to participate in this wonderful outreach event. 

 Candlelight Christmas Eve Pageants and Worship on Saturday,    

December 24th. All children are welcome to be part of a Christmas   

Pageant at 3:00 or 5:00 PM ~ they are invited to be angels, or shepherds, 

or donkeys, or camels or wise men or… Come early for costumes. We  

do not have rehearsals, the beautiful story is narrated. Music and candle 

lighting are also part of the pageants. Christmas Eve Worship at 7:00 or 

9:00 PM includes special music, message, and candle lighting. 

 Christmas Morning Worship, Sunday, December 25th, will include 

carols and message at 10:30 AM. (There is just one service this day.) 

 A very important tradition in our church remains the giving of gifts to 

mission. Please stay posted to learn the projects and people which will  

benefit from our contributions given at Figgy Pudding and Christmas Eve. 

Volunteer Opportunity: 
 

Cookies for Our MSU Students 
 Volunteers are needed to bake some Christ-

mas cookies for our Methodist MSU students, to 

help them through their perilous FINALS WEEK!  If 

you can lend a hand, please drop off 4-6 dozen 

cookies to the church office by Sunday, December 

4th. Thank you! 

 
Many Musical Events for All . . . 
 

Floridis to Perform at BUMC 
 Missoula guitarist and singer/song writer, 

John Floridis will perform a benefit concert for  

The Warming Center on Sunday, December 11th, 

at 7:00 PM. There is no admission fee, but contri-

butions to The Warming Center will be collected. 

 Floridis performed at BUMC last year and  

his talent was appreciated not only by our congre-

gation but many members of the community. If you 

make it last year, don’t miss the chance to attend 

this year, you won’t regret it! www.johnfloridis.com 

 

Bell Concert, Dec. 16th 
 Bells of the Bridgers, under the direction  

of M.A. Bellingham, presents its annual holiday 

concert “Carol of the Bells”, Friday December 16th, 

at 7:00 p.m. at Pilgrim Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 2118 So. Third. 

 Selections include the well known Christmas 

works “Carol of the Bells”, “We Three Kings”,  

“The First Noel”, and “Go Tell it On the Mountain”.  

Other handbell-specific techniques showcase the 

ethereal Singing Bell technique in “A Midnight 

Clear” and Riley Nerem plays Bell-Tree on “Angels 

From the Realms of Glory”.  Guest artists include 

Melody Lindsay, harp, the Pilgrim Congregational 

Church vocal choir, and Parker Wise, percussion. 

 There is something for everyone! The concert 

is free; a free-will offering will be taken. 

 

Warming Center Benefit 
 Organist Matthew O’Sullivan will present a 

recital to benefit The Warming Center at 3:30 PM, 

Sunday, December 4th on the beautiful and  

powerful organ of Hope Lutheran church, 2152 W. 

Graf Street.  Matthew was trained in the UK, and 

was previously organ scholar at Christ’s College, 

Cambridge University, then director of music for  

11 years at the church of St John the Divine in 

Richmond, London.  He now lives in Bozeman  

and plays the organ at Hope Lutheran and First 

Presbyterian churches.   

 Admission is free but a $10 donation to the 

Warming Center is suggested.  All are invited to 

Hope Lutheran Church for this exciting seasonal 

event in aid of a great cause! 
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Figgy Pudding Helpers Needed! 
 The holiday season is here! Figgy Pudding is 

on December 14th! It takes lots of volunteers to 

make this night wonderful. If you are available to 

bake or help with the event, look for the red book 

sign-up coming soon, or contact Misti Davis by 

email at misti@bozemanumc.org or call BUMC, 

586-5413, or cell 579-8906. 

http://www.johnfloridis.com


Upcoming Advent Classes for PreK - 5th Grade 

The Gift of Jesus . . .  
 

 Preschool will learn together from the Deep Blue Kids Curriculum: Mary’s 

Story, Joseph’s Story, Jesus’s Story, Shepherd’s Story, Search for the King. 

 Kindergarten – 5th Grade will start Advent together with a Shepherd Sunday 
on November 27th: The Gift of Hope. They will continue with three special 
gift rotations. Each rotation teaches a special gift the birth of Jesus signifies: 

Hope, Love, Peace and Joy.   

Merry Bruce will lead The Gift of Love; Bobby Lauver, The Gift of Joy; and 
Rick & Janell Landers, The Gift of Peace. (Children will learn in combined 

classes: K & 1st; 2nd & 3rd; and 4th & 5th.) 

As a reminder: 

 Sunday School Schedule: Sunday school is from 9:30-10:30 AM. Everyone 

gathers at 9:30 in their classrooms. Snack & Opening with their shepherds at 

9:40. Rotation teachers start class at 9:55 and end with prayer at 10:25. Par-

ents pick up at 10:25 AM. Preschool–5th Grade Upstairs; 6th–12th Grades 

Downstairs. 
 

Volunteers Needed:  
 The Sunday School program needs 10 volunteer teachers for the January 

8-29th Rotation: “The Parables”.   Please consider volunteering for Art, Cooking, 

Games/Music, Science, or Storytelling. Two teachers are needed for each of 

these areas.  

 Please sign up in the Welcome Center or email Janna@bozemanumc.org if 

you can help in a classroom! No experience needed – all supplies and curriculum 

provided! 
 

Upcoming 4-Week Rotations in 2017: 
 “Prayer  & Children” – Feb 12 – March 6th 

 “Lent & Easter” – March 19 – April 9th  

 “The Disciples” – April 23 – May 14th (4 weeks) 

 

The WOW Team!  Wesley Outreach Wednesday’s 
 

   BUMC’s youngest mission team, works to make a 

difference in our church, community, and world. The 

WOW Team meets most Wednesdays after school in 

the Friendship Room downstairs.  We begin with a 

snack and devotion time, and then have fun carrying 

out our outreach activity! Our program goes from 3:45-

5:00, but kids are welcome to arrive right after school 

up until 4:00! After WOW, at 5:15pm, many of our  

families join in the special all-church dinner and worship. Classes are available 

for adults from 6:30-8:00pm and there is child care available in the nursery and 

library for 0-5th graders. 

 Remember Kids: Throughout the year we are collecting coins and cash for 

the Intermountain Children’s Home in our large glass money jar. You can bring 

your change, your tithe and your special prayers each week at WOW! 

Fall/Winter 2016 

Nov 23 NO WOW (Wednesday before Thanksgiving) 

Nov 30 WOW @ BUMC Making Chrismons, Decorate Mitten Tree            

& Caroling Practice 

Dec 7  Caroling/Delivering Chrismons @ Mountainview Meet at BUMC. 

 Last WOW of 2016 ~ Enjoy Your Christmas! 
 

WOW TEAM WILL RESUME January 11th. We would appreciate any parent                

involvement; your presence, your prayers, your suggestions, and of course, your 

snacks! If you have questions, or would like to help, please call: Janna Lauver, 

586-5413, ext 106 or email janna@bozemanumc.org. 

Annual Advent Event 
Moves to Wednesday! 
 

 The Advent Event is a traditional 

celebration at BUMC to welcome the Advent 

season.  This year the event will be held  

Wednesday, November 30, at 5:15 PM in  

the Friendship room during our regular 

Wednesday evening gathering. Join us for a 

lovely dinner followed by the lighting of the 

first Advent candle and some delightful 

crafts and gift-making for children and the 

youth group.  Everyone is invited to this  

wonderful evening. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus Ministry News 
 

 Don’t miss our AWESOME Christmas 

Party on December 6, at our regular TNT 

meeting!  Join us at the Christus Collegium 

at 6:00 for a special dinner, Christmas   

frivolity, Christmas carols and your FINAL’S 

CARE PACKAGES.  Invite your friends - first 

time attenders are welcome! 

 

Youth News 
 

Calendar of Events: 
 Christmas Tree Gathering & Sledding: 

We’ll be harvesting Christmas trees for 

the church and having some sledding 

fun on Nov. 26, from 10 AM - 2 PM.  

Lunch to follow at the Dickensheets’. 

 November 30:  Meet at 5:15 for dinner, 

followed by the ADVENT EVENT, special 

crafts and gift making for Christmas. 

There will be no regular youth group 

dinner and program at 6:30. 

 December 7:  Regular youth group, 

6:30 – 8:15.  We’ll be enjoying 

“breakfast for dinner” and lots of Christ-

mas fun and games! 

 December 14, 21, 28 and January 4: 

No youth group. 
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Adult Learning: 

Growing as Disciples  
of Jesus . . . 
 

 Please consider being a part of 

one (or more!) faith learning opportuni-

ties this winter.  Not only is stretching 

our Christian faith to fuller discipleship 

important throughout our lifetimes, but 

nothing compares to the wonderful con-

nections and friendships gained while 

being a part of a group.   

 Here are some opportunities, and 

if you have questions, please contact me 

in the office, Kay Lansverk - 586-5413, 

ext 101; or kay@bozemanumc.org . 
 

Sunday Mornings between services: 
 

Study Groups:  

“When God Comes Down” 
 Please feel free to join our Bible 

Study that meets every Sunday morning 

at 9:40 in the Chapel. The group will be 

doing an Advent Study using a book 

called When God Comes Down, by James 

Harnish.  It looks wonderful! After the 

first of the year, the Bible Study group 

will be learning from the Gospel of John.   
 

“Transitions” 
 

 Conversation continues about 

Transitions. Through the middle of  

December our Adult Conversation’s 

group will continue to talk about how  

to navigate transitions in our lives. Join 

in any Sunday morning you are available. 

They meet downstairs in the east end  

of the Friendship Room at 9:40. 
 

Learning in the Library 
 Have you been to the BUMC  

Library? All are welcome to check out a 

book from the church library on Sundays 

or church office hours. 

6:30 PM on Wednesdays: 

Learn About Bozeman’s 
Warming Center 
 December is full of many wonder-

ful Advent and Christmas events at our 

church. One special time will be on Dec. 

7th. Following our evening meal and  

worship, we will gather to learn about 

our community’s Warming Center and 

our BUMC outreach to its loving  

mission to provide people who are  

homeless a safe place to sleep during  

our cold winters.  Come and learn… and 

give support to the Warming Center! 

 Here are some items you can  

donate that we’ll wrap as Christmas  

gifts for their clients (a collection box  

is in the Narthex): Chap Stick, Hand &  

Foot  Warmers, Cup of Noodles, L or XL 

Gloves, Hand Sanitizer, Snacks: granola 

bar, etc., Hot Chocolate, Tea, Cider, $5 

Gift Certificate for fast food. 

Stephen Ministry 
 

“Deck the Halls with 

boughs of holly, 

'Tis the season to     

be jolly…” 
 

 Well, for most of us, but not  

always for everyone. Christmas time 

can be a 'downer' for some of us. 

That's where Stephen Ministry comes 

in. Although we don't specialize in sea-

sonal disorders, if you need someone 

to walk alongside during a difficult 

time, please call Stephen Ministry 

Leaders Kim Broden at 586-5413, or 

Tanya Reinhardt or Fred Cornelious. 

 A new training class begins in 

January. No, this class is not for those 

in crisis. This is for good listeners    

who would like to become a Stephen 

Minister. If God is calling you to this 

ministry, please contact one of the  

leaders mentioned above. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Crop Walk 2016 Success! 
 

 Thank you to all who walked, 

donated, coordinated, and prayed! 

BUMC contributed $5060 of the total 

$14,701 raised to help feed those 

who are hungry in our valley. 

 

Thank You to Chris RC 
 

 Join to-

gether Sunday, 

December 4th 

at 11:45 AM in 

the Friendship 

Room to pay 

tribute, tip  

your hat, and 

celebrate the many years (15!) of  

service given to Bozeman United Meth-

odist Church by Chris Robison-Cox, 

Worship Coordinator. Chris is retiring 

December 31st, and words can not 

express the gratitude we all feel for the 

patient, kind, thoughtful and important 

work she has done. Come see pictures,  

enjoy brunch, share gratitude and say 

fare-well (but not good-bye!). All are 

invited and welcome. 
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Growing & Learning as Disciples of Jesus... 

College Youth sorting clothing 
for The Warming Center and 

other community organizations. 
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Coming in December 2016 
 

Advent 2016 Becoming the Family of God (resource by Kerry Greenhill) 

Nov.  27 Sunday of Hope, “Every Family Has a History: Jesus Family Tree” 

Wed., Nov. 30 Advent Event, 5:15 PM. Wednesday meal, Lighting the Advent 

Candle and activities, no worship this evening. 

Dec.  4 Sunday of Peace, “Every Family Has Conflict: Biblical Insults and 

how to use them”.  

 Celebration of Chris Robison-Cox and her work at BUMC. Join us 

for this retirement celebration at 11:45 AM, Friendship Room. 

Dec. 11 Sunday of Joy, “Every Family Has 

Secrets: Mary’s Little Problem” 

Wed., Dec. 14 Figgy Pudding Musical Celebration  

& Dessert,  7 PM 

Dec. 18 Sunday of Love, “Every Family Has 
Insiders and Outsiders: God’s          

Family Values” 

Wed., Dec. 21 Christmas Caroling ~ all are invited 

to come caroling (see article inside)  

Sat., Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Pageants: 3 & 5 PM, 

Evening Services at 7 & 9 PM 

Dec. 25 Sunday worship at 10:30 AM,      
(one service only) 

Jan. 1 Sunday worship at 10:30 AM,      
(one service only) 

Bozeman United Methodist Church 
121 South Willson Avenue   

Bozeman, Montana  59715 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

  

  

  
  

 

phone: 406-586-5413 

fax: 406-586-6392 

www.bozemanumc.org 

deb@bozemanumc.org 

Bozeman United Methodist Church 
Worship at 8:30 & 10:30 AM on Sunday; 6:00 PM on Wednesday 

 

Hear sermons & learn more at  www.bozemanumc.org  or call 406-586-5413. 

 
 
 
 
 

 As we enter the very special time of Advent I 

anticipate the wondrous birth of Jesus our Lord! 

 The term Advent is a version of the Latin word 

meaning "coming."  I can’t hear the word and not think 

of Christmas and yet it has many non-sacred meanings 

such as arrival, appearance, emergence, occurrence, 

dawn, etc.   This time of preparation is a time that we 

often focus on family, our own and on the Holy Family.  

Many images of picture perfect families are everywhere 

as we shop, watch TV, and look at newspapers and 

magazines.  What if our families don’t quite measure 

up to the commercial ideal?  The reality is that most  

of us don’t!  We are real, with problems, issues and 

drama.  The Holy Family was no exception!  The  

Christmas card images of quiet and peace don’t   

truthfully illustrate the chaotic and messy nature          

of an actual stable.   

 This Advent, I would like to examine the reality 

of our families and how we all might belong to and 

participate in the larger “Family of God!”  It is my hope 

that we might focus on this “Family of God”, finding 

the real hope, peace, love and joy of Advent and 

Christmas! 
 

 “May Love incarnate come to us this season,  

opening our hearts to the gifts of God in Jesus Christ.  

Hope that overcomes history, Peace that overcomes 

conflict, Joy that overcomes shame, Love that  

overcomes division.  May Christ dwell with us this  

season and throughout the year healing our pain,  

redeeming our brokenness and bringing wholeness 

and abundant  life to us and all the world. Amen.” 
  Kerry Greenhill, Sacred Stone Ministies.org 

 

   Peace of the Season, 

   Pastor Deb 
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